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The Family of

Michael Glieaves
About 1755 1811

Most families have a child who is the free spirit, blown by the wind, marching to a different
beat. Michaehppears to be our candidate for this award. His life is well docutheMihael was a
soldier, frontiersman, sportsman and entrepreneur.

Michael was the middle son of Matthew and Esther GlaVég date of s birth is not known
although in Chapter Onwve place it as the miti750s. The vast majority of entries fouederring to
Michael during his lifetime list him a8 Mi ¢ BlaaEe®. Shortly after his death in 1811, entries
concerning his estate and children begin appearing exclusively with the surnamefsjigtied .

Michael is first identified while still aninor in 1772, through the lawsditurk vs. Raferty
which is detailed in Chapter One. His brother William had been named his guardian, although there
does not appear to be any court record of this eVemill of Chancery ... whereby Thoma@srk and
Mary his wife, WilliamGLAVE and ElizabethGLAVE, and MichaelGLAVE, EstherGLAVE and Matthew
GLAVE. Infants by WillianGLAVE their guardian." His father had died about 1760 when he was fairly
young. Within a few M &adraehaisthdrimdbedoragemagiedfios deat h
Thomas Rafferty. It is assumed that he at least initially lived with his mother and stepfather during his
formative years. Chronicles of the Scotdhish Settlement in Virginia

Thomas and Esther Rafferty hadwad to Washington County, Virginia before the children
filed the court case against them. It is not known if Michael made the move with them or remained in
Augusta County with the families of his older brother or sister. His brother William had married
Elizabeth Turk in 1770 and his sister Mary married Thomas Turk four years earlier in 1766. Court
documents contain no signatures of the children, which would clearly establish his being in Augusta
County in 1772. Subsequent entries pertaining to Michakérit likely that he remained in Augusta
County with relatives.

Some timdan 1772, his brother William moved his family to the Cripple Creek Valley in
present day Wythe (pronounced With) County, Virginia. It would appear that Michael made the trip
with them. i Wi | GlesvE® shows up on the rolls of the Botetourt County Militia for that year.
Michael would still have been a minor and is not listed. Early Adventurers on the Western Waters

Confrontation with Native American Indians

The early Z70s were a period of unrest in the settlements on the western frontier of Virginia,
particularly west of the Cripple Creek Valley. Friction between the new inhabitants and several
Native American Indian tribes escalated as settlement pushed furtheavebstndian attacks to
protect theiright to theirhunting grounds and retaliation by the colonists had made the area unsafe for
both groups. The following excerpts from a document tifNative American Clashes with European
Settlersdescribes the sitition at the time.

AiThe I ndians had no concept of "private prope
Delawares was it customary for families, during certain times of the year, to be assigned specific
hunting territories. Apparently this was anusual practice, not found among other Indians.
Certainly, the idea of an individual having exclusive use of a particular piece of land was completely
strange to Native Americans.
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The Shawnee had never given up their claims to western Virginia and étezfphe rapid
settlement as act of aggression. Hostilities reached a climax in 1773 when land speculator Michael
Cresap led a group of volunteers from Fort Fincastle (later renamed Fort Henry) at present day
Wheeling, West Virginia and raided Shawneentav i n what became known as Cr
the worst atrocities was the murder of several family members Mingo chiefiahigite, who had
been baptized under the English name Logan. Logan, who had previously lived peacefully with the
settlers, kiled 13 western Virginians that summer in revenge.

Virginia Governor, John Murray, Earl of Dunmore, plotted to crush the Shawnee and end
hostilities. Dunmore drew up a plan to trap the Shawnee between two armies. The governor
personally led the northermriany while land speculator Andrew Lewis led a smaller force from the
sout h. o http://www.wvlc.wvnet.edu/history/indland.html

Dunmoreds War :
The Battle of Point Pleasant

Thef i rst entries documenting Michael 6s presenc
still part of Fincastle County. On August 13, 1
Company of the Fincastle Militimcludesii Mi c KBlanE asii A WO Eram a fort atUpper
Station This author has not been able to locate the present day location of this fort. Two weeks later
on August29, A Mi c Blaxee®appears on the rolls of Gtgotain Sm
fort atBig Crab Orchard.This fort was located in what is now, Tazwell County, Virginia.

Virginiads Coloni al

€
1

Michael had probably not reached his'®irthday yet when he left Big Crab Orchard with
Captain Smit hobeSeGuhemnpFomeunderdhe pominand df General Andrew Lewis

About the first of September, the companies under the command of General Lewis
rendezvoused at Camp Union, now Lewisburg, West Virginia. The force, made up of volanteers
militia units, numbered approximately 1,100 men divided into two regiments. The Army left Camp
Union on September f4nd after a nineteestlay march through thick mountainous terrain, reached
the Ohio River. They intended to link up here with Durendrs Nor t hern For ce bef or ¢
Indians, but events overtook this plan.

On October 19the army was camped near the present day town of Point Pleasant, West
Virginia. At dawn, scouts for the Southern Forgeomted that a large body of Indians was camped
two miles north on the Ohio River. General Lewis immediately dispatched two columns of men to
confront the enemy.

The following are excerpts from an account of the battle by Captain John Stuart of the
Bote¢ our t R &hlpeideteehments maréhed out in two lines and met thenisin the same
order of marchabout four hundred yards from the camp and in sight of the guard. The Indians made
the first fire and killed both the scouts in front of the twodindust as the sun was rising, a very
heavy fire commenced éour men had given way some
other companies issuing in succession from the camp. The Indians in turn had to retreat, until they
formed aline behindtps and trees, and kept wup their fire o0t

History of the Battle of Point Pleasant

Late in the day General Lewis turned the tide of the battle when he ordered three of his

companies in a flanking movemeintiang @indearthee | ndi anos
command of their leade€Cornstalkb el i evi ng t hese to be reinforcemen
Force, broke off the engagement . El ements of Dur

o6clock that evening.
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Accounts of the battle place Gener al Lewi so |
wounded. Estimates of Indian losses are just that, but are reported to be 233. The Shawnee retreated
to their towns in the Ohio Territory and for all practical purgosaded any threat to the Virginia
settlements. Many point to this battle as the beginning of the American Revolution since it insured
that the patriots could fight the British without fear of attacks from their Shawnee allies. The first
shots of the Ararican Revolution did not actually occur until the next year, 1775.

Michael Glaves is not mentioned by name in accounts of the Battle of Point Pleasant, although
several sources list him among the soldiers participating. We do know that the membeitsiof Ca
S mi tConjpany appear in Fincastteurt records and were compensated for their servickli ¢ h a e |
GLAVES) is listed on these rolls and was paid two pounds and eight shillings for his tour of duty.
Soldiers of Fincastle County 1774

Michael and the American Revolution

There are at | east two other documented recor
Revolution. The first is actually a continuation of his Indian exploits.

Aion July 22, 1776, t hletterVronr Ryesicent Rutl€tigelofrthe i | recei
South Carolina Council stating that hostilities had been started by the Cherokee Indians as allies of
the British. He also said that Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina had agreed to put an
expedition in thei€éld and asked for the emperation of southwest Virginia. The British Government
incited and armed the Indians in the Spring of 1776. The Nations so armed included the Creeks,
Cherokees, Choctaws and the Chickasaws. They were induced to take upleehadfiof their
British Allieso. Genealogies of Virginia Families

Virginiads response to the request was to mus:
of Colonel William Christiana veteran of the Battle of Point Pleasant. The expedition would become
known asiThe Rear Guard of the RevolutinListed among the Captains whose militia companies
made up this forgeare some familiar names. Family masrdbserved in several of their companies
over the years. Among those listed was Captain Daniel Smith, in whose cofilytighgel Glaveé
served two years earlier during the Battle of Point Pleasant.

Col onel Christi ano68 Wb e dréattaionara the battplion under c | e ar .
Colonel Charles Lewis are completed, you are to march with them and the forces under the command
of Colonel Russell, and such others as may join you from Carolina, into the Cherokee country, if these
forces shall be jugked sufficient for the purpose of severely chastising that cruel and perfidious
Nation, which you are to do in a manner most likely to put a stop to future insults and ravages and
t hat may rebound most o fAlistofitee ptivatexfrom SoatfiwesA mer i can ar
Virginia in this force includes Mi c BlEAVED .Those listed are not broken down by company,
although it is likely that Michael still served with Captain Daniel Smith.
Genealogies of Virginia Families

Several of the Indian nations niemed above claimed hunting grounds in the lands that
eventually became the State of Tennessee. This expedition is documented as penetrating the interior
of that region. It is entirely possible that this campaign provided Michael Glaves with hisirfifssey
of the frontier he would settle ten years later.

AfAmong the men of Colonel Christiands army we
Virginia, who saw now for the first time the limpid streams, the rich valleys, and luxuriant uplands of
lower Tennesee, and experienced its genial climate, where the heats of August and September are
tempered by a cool breeze which comes continuall
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The campaign lasted for three months and was successful in ending, for a time, the threat of
aggression from Iridn Tribes aligned with the British. Among the various tribes, all sued for peace
except the Chickamugas and their Chief, Dragging Canoe. He refu$exl tom eand swabe eternal
vengeance against the white settlers. As a condition of the peacetheather tribes gave up large
portions of territory in the interior of Tennessee. After this foray into Indian lands, Michael returned
to Montgomery County, Virginia.

Oath of Allegiance

During the Revolutionary War, each county was required to kéepad those individuals
who took the Oath of Allegiance to the Commonwealth of Virginia. During 1777 and 1778, John
Montgomery compiled his list from among the men of several militia companies in Montgomery
County. The Preamble reads as folloisT ma&mes of those persons within the District to which |
was appointed to administer the Oath of Allegiance and fidelity those who have taken said oath are as
foll owet Thenamed Mivt fBlaaée® appears on the list under the date of September 23,
1777. Early Adventurers on the Western Waters

Family history suggests that both Michael and his older brother William participated in the
Battl e of KiSouth Gasolinelim 478G. &inga Mountaias a significant victory for the
Americans at a time when they desperately needed good news to further the cause of American
Independence. Troops from Montgomery County did participate in the battle, but nowhere can either
brother be found. There is eeince to suggest that these reports are simply family folklore passed
down over time.

On April 2, 1782 William Gl eaves, Michael s o
in Montgomery County Courtii Wi | GLEvES$Dname nto Court and made satisfactory proof that he
furni shed Captain Campbell 6s Company of | ight hor

diets, sixteen sheves of Oats, 200 pounds of Beef, and the Washington Militia sixteen Diets, corn and
hay for Eighthorses one night, also Twerftyur Diets for a Company of patrollers under Sergt.

Brumit, the whol e a morbedatesdn whiohuAilidre suppked tBdsea ratibons n g s 0
are not known although the supplyoesredimlate Capt ai n (
September 1780. Early Adventurers on the Western \

The first entry, involving Captain |Isaac Camp
before the Battle of Kings Mountain, October 7, 1780chael was a member of this unithe
following information documents the exploits of the company.

The Battle of Shallow Ford
AFour companies of Patriots, numbering about

under Mg. Joseph Cloyd and Captains Henry Francis, Isaac Campbell, George Parris, and Abraham
Trigg had followed earlier troops headed to meet Col. Ferguson.

When they reached western North Carolina, they learned of Ferguson's defeat at Kings
Mountain, and wereedirected to Surry County. These four companies from Virginia (about 160 men)
joined with the first three companies sent out from Charlotte and Salisbury (about 110 men) and with
the local Surry county militiamen who had not pursued Ferguson (about §0@reSaturday
morning, October 14th, about 9:30 a.m., this force of 350, mere on the west side of a small
stream, now called the Battle Branch, near the Shallow Ford crossing of the Yadkin River.
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Suddenly they saw the head of the Tory force wtadrthireatened the county for the past
weeks. Numbering between 400 and 900, they had crossed the Yadkin and were moving westward on
the Mulberry Fields Road. Both sides hastily formed and fired several rounds at each other. The
Whigs, though outnumberedjigkly gained the advantage. Captain (James?) Bryan, of the notorious
Tory Bryan clan, who led the Tory forces, was quickly killed, along with 13 others. The Tories
retreated pelimell back across the Yadkin, shouting "we are whipped, we are whippeteyAsdre
well mounted, they made good their escape. Captain Henry Francis of the Whigs lost his life, and four
others were wounded. The battle probably | asted
http://www.cbinternet.com/shallowford/battle.htm

The Battle of Shallow Ford has long been overlooked by historians. Recent research shows
that, at the time, it was a significant victory for the Patriot forces. Occurring exactly a week after
Kings Mountain, these twattles turned the tide of the War for Independence in North Catolina
the Patriots' advantage. After thise British confined their activities to South Carolina.
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This map of a foustate area shows the relative locations of a number of landadiackssed
in this chapter. Shallow Ford is in the center of the map; to the North are Montgomery County,
Virginia and the Cripple Creek Settlement. Due East is Guilford Court House and Southwest is Kings
Mountain, South Carolina.

This same Internet sitreferenced above contains a list of individuals tiBettliers athe
Battle of Shallow Ford The rolls of the Montgomery County Militia list two other officers in Captain
| saac CampbefllUidesutCeonmgpratn yWi | | i a m Gxevash Thekeispout enant
record of William Gleaves being among the men of any of the four companies and most likely
remained in Montgomery County during both of these engagements. William would participate in the
Battle of Guilford Courthouse six months later. Téagjagement is detailed in Chapter 3.
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It does not appear that Michael or his brother William ever applied for a Revolutionary War
Pension, although both brothers are mentioned in applications made by others. These applications
confirm Mi chiatatlSkakowkFordvy ol v e me

John Ewing S. 31015
A3 April 1833. Ewirg gfsaid cdloty, agedk’¥, declarek behwas born in
Prince Edward Co., Va., in June 1761.
By an order of the Governor of Virginia, Isa@ampbell and Robert Lawyers, both of
Montgomery (County), were directed to raise two companies of light horse or rangers to serve for six
months. He volunteered under Isaac Campbell. MicBasl/Eswas lieutenant and John Rent
ensign. They rendeaveed at the lead mines. Col. Abram Trigg took command and they marched up
New River and crossed at Jonesd Ford and proceede
Yadkin River. Here they fell in with a party of Tories commanded by Capt. Kydg.killad between
twelve and twenty of the Tories and dispersed the balance. His former captain, Henry Francis, was
killed in the fight and was the only Whig that was touched by the enemy. From there they went on to
the Moravian towns. After beingthemxe short ti me they returned to Vir
Virginia Revolutionary Pension Applications, Vol. 35

Robert Black S.1167
8 Nov. 1832. Wo ®ldck af sail Calioty, agedk8y, declareR bebvag t
born in Augusta Co., Va.
He volunteered under Capt. Isaac Campbell and Lieut. MicBaalvEsand marched to
Dunkerés Bottom on New River in pursuit of Tories
Meadows where they remained some time and caught a good many Tories. They thed imtarc
Carolina on the Yadkin to the Moravian Town, took a number of Tories, and then marched to the
heads of the New River and the Yadkin where they had a skirmish with the Tories. They had one man
killed; several Tories were also killed. They retutim®me and were discharged, having served three

mont hs. 0o Virginia Revolutionary Pension Applications, Vol. 7
Michael Buster S. 1178
fil1l8 June 1833. PBluasglkir ©d. saKyl. coMinecdlyaelaged

In Montgamery County in April 1781 he volunteered in a company of light horse of Capt.
Isaac Campbell, Lt. Micha&LAZzE and Ens. John Rare and in May the company assembled and
marched with another company of light horse to North Carolina and ranged on the Yadkin a
Catawba rivers and on the borders of South Carolina. He was at the battle fought with the Tories at
the Shallow ford of Yadkin River. The Tories were under Col. Wright. The two horse companies were
under Captains Campbell and Man (Mars?) and therf@ot were under Maj. Cloyd. The Tories were
defeated and prevented from joining the British forces. The battle was fought the Saturday after the
battle of Kingbs Mountain and they would have beece
dispatche to disperse the Tories that had embodied themselves under Capt. Martin. They dispersed
Martin and his Tories although upwards of three to our one. He served to the latter part of Oct. 1781
when they were directed to return home. After their returerfyaged with others in ranging against
the Tories and in the winter received a discharge
Virginia Revolutionary Pension Applications, Vol. 13

James Hall (Margaret) R. 4478

n25 Sept. 1833. Blall deglares heGnvas born 296une 1760 inJ a me s
Pennsylvania and moved at an early age to Guilford Co., N.C. Then he moved to Montgomery Co.,
Va., where he entered service at the age of 17 or 18 under Captain Preston as a volunteer.

4 Aug. 1845. Blount Co., TennolbertRhea of said county, aged 82, declares he served with
James Hall in several detachments of Virginia militia in 1779 and 1780 for short terms under
Captains Love, Preston and their subalterns, amounting to five or six monthsauodritpany of
cavalry under Capt. Isaac Campbell, Lt. Mich&elEavis Ens. William Dean, Col. Walter Crockett,
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Maj. Floyd and Gen. William Campbell from early in May 1780 until June or July of 1782. The
troops rendezvoused at New River at the lead naindg-ort Chisel (Chiswell) and were in service in
Virginia and North Carolina and at the battle of Shallow ford of the Yadkin on Saturday after the
battle of Kingbs Mo uMirdintaiRevoludionary Pension Applications, Vol. 49

After the Wa, several states, including Virginia and North Carolina, granted Bounty Warrants
for unclaimed land to its veterans in appreciation of their service. Although there is no record of
Michael ever serving in the North Carolina militia, that state issuedaMa#563 to him, dated
August 3, 1784. North Carolina grants were for land in Tennessee, while Virginia granted lands in
Kentucky. His claim to land is detailed later in this chapter.

There appears to be a piece of the puzzle missing here in thagnaruistwent to soldiers
serving in the militia of the state granting the land rights. Did Michael live, even briefly, in North
Carolina? Bob Carver reports that Michael attained the rank of Captain at some point. Could this
have occurred in North Carol?

Michael remained active in militia after the Revolutionary War.
The Cripple Creek Valley

Michael had moved to preseddy Wythe County between 1772 and 1774. No land records
pertaining to him appear at that time, since he was probably stilla.minorl t i sndt unt il 17
record (other than militia) pertaining to him is found in this region.

On November 7, 1786, Mi c KBlaaeE® appears in Montgomery County Court as a
member of a Grand Jury. No details of the case were recorded. Thisa@ritrms that Michael had
reached the age of 21 by this date, so the latest he could have been born would have been 1759.

Annals of Southwest Virginia

On April 5, 1781/ Mi c kblEavED and his brother appear on the Montgomery County
militarolls i n Captain James Newell s Company. This |
Guilford Court House where members of the company, including his brother William, participated in
the engagement. If Michael also participated, no documentatiorebagdund.

On September 11, 1782, an entry in Montgomery County, Virginia Court Records grants a
Commi ssi oner 0Mich&Eravesfér 20O actes on branchfof Cripple Creek, adjoining
William GLAVE® | iThe erary just below it granWilliam GLAVESa certificate for an additional
300 acres of land on Mill Creek, branch of Cripple Creekarly Adventurers on the Western Waters

A later, undated entry does provide some insight as to when Michael first established his own
homesteadfi Mi aelBLAVIS 100 acres on a branch of Cripple Creek, adjoining \@oavESline,
settle®di hce7dhis document wasnodédt recorded wuntil
his date of birth. Montgomery County Deed Book, page 215

That sam yeafi Mi ¢ BlanE® is listed on the Montgomery County tax rolls as a
landowner with six horses and six head of cattle. Tax List of Montgomery County, Virginia 1782

Westward to Lincoln County, Kentucky
Sometime after the tax rolls were completed in 1782, Michael left Montgomery County,

Virginia. No records have been found showing that he sold the property he owned there, so the
approximate date cané6t -yeammwndaw.r owed down beyond a
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Some researehs have claimed that Michael Gleaves came to Tennessee around 1780,
although several Kentucky records would argue otherwise. Other family researchers place Michael at
the Daniel Boone SettlementiNorthern Kentucky abouhat same time, but nothing documenting
this claim has been found either. There are only
Kentucky and none refer to the Boone Settlement.

It is possible that Michael first went to North Carolina. Asvisusly mentioned, he received
a North Carolina Bounty Warrant dated August 3, 1784. It is not clear if he traveled to North Carolina
to apply for the grant or received it by some other method. We do know that two weeks after the date
the warrant was gnted he appeared in a Kentucky court. Some family historians suggest that he
married his wife Rachel in North Carolina although no proof has been found.

The Kentucky District of Virginia had existed for some time before it was subdivided into
counties.On November 1, 1780, most of the presday State was divided into three counties. The
largest of these, covering most of the southern half, became Lincoln County. The county seat was at
Harrodsburg, located in the middle of the state.

i Mi ¢ Blaanee® first shows up in Lincoln County Court records on March 17, 1784 as a
defendant in a lawsuit filed by John Hall. The suit was over a debt although no details are provided.
The following dayfi Mi c Blanee® served on a jury at the same location. Jiimg heard a case;

John Warford vs. Benjamin Peltoithe case was decided in favor of the plaintiff, but there are no
details explaining the circumstances. Five months later on August 17, 1784 he again is in court, this
time entering himself a% s p ebca ifdi the defendant in a trespass case.

Lincoln County, Kentucky Records Volume 2

Lincoln County Court records for 1785 also fisMi ¢ Blanee® on several occasions.
February 18 John Hall drops his lawsuiton de bt . Di scon®niJinezdly/85bei ng a
a second lawsuit filed by John Francis againdi c¢ Blaaee® is ordered discontinued, no details
are provided. The final entry occurs on August 17, 1785 ihkhi ¢ Blaneed serves on another
jury, this time in a case titletbhn Gow vs. Arthur Owendealing with trespass.
Lincoln County, Kentucky Records Volume 2

During this 18month period, Michael appears in court records six times but none of the
entries gives any clue as to where in the vast county he lived at the timand\e¢ords have been
uncovered to more accurately pinpoint his location. While some of these entries could have been
made without him appearing personally before the court, his service on the two juries appears to
indicate he was in the county the whtiae.

There is no record afhen Michael left Lincoln County or where he went. It would be
anothereighteen months before he resurfaces, this time in Davidson County, Tennessee.

This researcher i s p toXentuekd Hbhad diipddoheeBednty s at t r a
Grant from the State of North Carolina that was approved in 1784. Bounty grants for land in
Kentucky came from the State of Virginia, while those approved by North Carolina were in its
Tennessee Territory. These lands were at the timeéstern part of that state, known onlyias h e
We s t e r n. Obegposdilslity is that Michael may have received Bounty Lands in Kentucky for his
service to Virginia as well. If this is true, no record has yet been fdtiglpossible that he may
have moved to Kentucky with others. His brother Matthew settled in Kentucky also, but not until a
year later and much further north in Bourbon County. If Michael had married by this time, he may
have gone to Kentucky wi t lenagennmtisdsrosr frem Epirithrnagbe wi f e 6 s
he just wanted to see Kentucky. This author looks forward to others answering this question.
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The Travels of Michael Glaves

The adventures of Michael Glaves are fairly well documented. Between 1772 and 1§87 he i
recordedn at least seven different locations in a five state area.
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The Turner Manuscript

Some timaduring the early part of the 2@entury, Dr. Edgar Lee Gleaves Nashville,
Tennessedook notes during an interview with J. Miller Turner a&sricited in great detathe family
history of Michael Gleaves. Mr. Turner wisld ¢ h aredt gramdson. No date of the interview is
given, although we know that Mr. Turner died on June 2, 1925. Dr. Gleaves then compiled a
document titledhe Gleavegamily which he updated several times into the 1940s. The first part of
the sixpage document is included here. The documestrigetima difficult to follow as it winds
through five or six generations. It is a valuable tool for identifying additimeahbers of the Michael
Gleaves Family. Those individuals are recorded in Chapter 9. This oral history contains some errors
but we owe much to both Mr. Turner and Dr. Gleaves. This chapter contains an excerpt of the
manuscript dealing with Michael andshghildren. It begins:

AiThe original family by the name of Gl eaves
exact date being unknown. Several years prior to the Colonial War they settled in Virginia near
Roanoke where several descendants stél |

The first one of the family to come to Tennessee was Mike Gleaves, who came to the Boone
Settlement in Northern Kentucky, from there to Mansker's Fort situated about fourteen miles north of
what is now Nashville. The fort was built in the form sfackade on Mansker's Creek at a large
spring on what is now the boundary line between Davidson and Sumner Counties, about one and one
half miles northeast of the Cumberland River. This settlement was under the command of Captain
Mansker. Mike Gleaves that time entered the Colonial Army and fought at the Battle of King's
Mountain in 1780, after which he returned to Fort Mansker with his two Negro servants and there
married a lady named Rachel, last name unknown to the writer. This marriage w&8inQf/this
union there were born five children, four sons and a daughter: Thomas 1789; Michael 1791; Matthew
1793; William 1795; given name of the daughter not known, 1797. All were born at Fort Mansker.
Mike Gleaves left Fort Mansker with his familydasecured Land Grant N@ (appears to be 269 six
hundred forty acres across the Cumberland river from Fort Mansker in what is known as the Jones
Hadley Bend, now occupied by the Powder P{dnting World War 1, 191719), after that known as
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Old Hickay and being the site of the Dupont Rayon and Cellophane plants. On this 640 acres is

located the family burying ground, where he and his wife are buried. He also bought 640 acres

adjoining him, and at a sheriffs sale purchased another 100 acres, giving total of 1300 acres.

He was a wealthy man at that date. He was one of the first seven men to pay taxes in Davidson
County in the year 1792. The dat €eGléaves Familyde at h i

This author has a great deal a$pect for family histories handed down over generations.
They are to genealogy what the classics are to literature. To question a detail in such a document,
borders on heresy. Discounting information provided by family elders must require documented
proof. This author undertakes this challenge with the utmost respect for Mr. Turner and will attempt
to confirm as many details as possib&ince the time of this interview, many new genealogical
sources have been published and new information finds ytsostle Internet daily. These tools are
used in the analysis of this historical record.

Several details in this document appear todygradicted by other reference sourcés.
reported in the first chapter, Bob Allen tried to locate Dillingham, Exhtaut no such town existed.
It appears that Mr. Turner was referring to the town of Willingham. Earlier in this chapter evidence
was offered that suggests that Michael Gl eaveso6
of Kings Mountainand was redirected to the Shallow Ford engagement.ddhisnenimentions five
children by name. wiWihat the thad at leist seven chilidrenfaadepdssildy
more. Several of the dates of birth for his children appear to be wrbimglly, Mr. Turner places
Mi chael at Manskerdés Fort prior to the battle of
record that would indicate that the earliest he could have moved there would be 1785.

Mi chael 6s Marriage to Rachel

An exhaustivesearch of early marriage records before 1800 in Virginia, North Carolina and
Tennessee fails to turn up a groom named Michael Gleaves or any variation of the family surname.

We do know that Michael was married to a woman named Ratke time of his death in
1811. She is mentioned by name inwil, filed in the Davidson County, Tennessee Will Book
fi Ra cGLBVED is also listed in a familible and her date of death is recorded as September 7,

1835. Nathaniel Cartmell Bible
Rachel 6s maiden is unknown. The only clue we
Hilda Hager Barnesii Her mai den name i s unknown, but at one

with a question mark. The source of herlashma i s u n k n o wThis authortisimot aware i me . 0
of any other researcher that has eHlappyhuntieght ur ed a

There is some confusion regarding the dates o
Mr. Turner | ists five children while other sources,

If the date of birth of the oldest son is correct (Thotha89), Rachel would have been born
some timebefore 1775. One daughter attributed to this marrialiEabeth, married in 1800, which
would mean Rachel was born much earlier. There is a possibility that this daughter is from another
marriage. There is no proof that Michael took a wife before he married Rachel but enough evidence
exists for researchets suspect that this may be the case. This issue is discussed at length later in this
chapter.

Mr. Turner suggests Michael married Rachel in 1788. As discussed in the preceding
paragraph, this date may be in error. There is at least one reporethartiage occurred near
Roanoke, Virginia prior to 1780. Other, undocumented sources report that Michael married Rachel in
North Carolina prior to moving to Fort Mansker. There are records placing Michael in Tennessee in
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1787, which would suggest onéthree things:1.) Michael married Rachel before this date
and she accompanied him to Tennes&gke returned to North Carolina and brought her pack)
her family also came to Tennessee prior to the marriage.

No documents have been found toivéry or di scount Mr. Turnerds r
Kasper Manskerd6s Fort

Kasper Manskewas a hunter and fur trader who began probing the Middle Tennessee area as
early as 1769. He was one of the first white men tooegghe area that would become Davidson
County. He and others were calfed. o n g H,mat foreheisrifies but for the duration of their
hunts, whichsome tims lasted two years. His home in the 1770s was Fincastle County, Virginia,
home also to Wilam and Michael Gleaves. It is not known if the brothers knew Kasper at that time.

In 1779 Kasper Mansker | eft Fincastle County
Mansker6s Creek about 15 miles fr omofastieggotnt day |
outposts known as the Cumberland Settlements, named for the river upon which many were located.

This first fort was abandoned in 1781 due to Indian attacks, but Mankser built a second one in the

same area in 1783. Additional familigem southwest Virginia moved to the area and depended on
Mansker 6s Station for protection from the frequer

The Daniel Smith Connection

The document from which information on Kasper Mansker is gathered mentions a frequent
visitor to thefort, General Daniel SmithBetween 178and1793, Smith settled land and built a home
called Rock Castle. He brought supplies and craftsmen from Lexington, Kentucky to aid in the
construction. Daniel Smith is a name familiartotisCa pt ai n D aasithe comrsandert h 0
under whomMichael Gleaves served at the Battle of Point Pleaaadtwas most likely his
commander in 1776 in the expedition against the Cherokee Nation. If this is the same Daniel Smith,
as appears quite likel, it is possible that Michael Gl eaves ¢
he returned from one of his many trips to Kentucky. Again; no proof, just a theory.
http://home.earthlik.net/~dmansker/Station.htmi

Family oral hi story states that Michael and R
cleared and planted his land near there. It is reported that each morning he would travel by boat to the
property and return to treafety of the fort before nightfall. It is not known how long the couple lived
at the fort but the Indian threat from the Creek and Cherokee lasted until 1796.

Davidson County, Tennessee

Although we do not know exactly when Michael came to Davidson @pwe know he was
there by 17877 Mi c IBlaae® appears on the first tax list under the following headimdN a me s
of persons who were in Davidson County in 1787, being the first year in which the tax on land and
polls was taken, being white males over twenty one years, three hundred and seventy two and blacks
one hundred and five bet Vi butthedirstiomere thand50s i Xty vy e«
entries in Davidson County public records referring to Micbael the next 25 years. Virtually all of
these records | ist tCaeDs Prdylthose that are dignifltantsin dstailingn a me  a s
his life are included in this manuscript. Pioneers of Davidson County

To this point we knav nothing about how Michael supported himself. He began to acquire
land shortly after his arrival but a single entry on April 10, 1788 sheds some light on his skills as a
craftsman. On that date, Michael must have been considered to be a reputableaghtraber
community, since an apprenticeship was assigned tofii@.r der ed t hat Thomas Dunb
Boy aged fourteen years and seven months be bound out into MBtleagisto Learn the art of
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weaving if capable of learning the f8a or if not To give the sd. Apprentice at the Expiration of his

Term a horse and saddle Such as now Trade amongst us for five Second Rate cows and calves and to
Read and write In some Tolerable Degree, Or Otherwise Six months Schooling With a Suit of

Freed o m C| d\b infermadian with regard to the length of the apprenticeship is included in this
abstract. Davidson County Minute Book page 214

In November of 1788} Mi c KBlaazEd was summoned for jury duty by the Davidson
Count y oosCo&tuopLaw and Equity. That same month he is fined for failure to appear in this
matter. The amount of the fine and if Michael paid it, is not recordBavidson County Minute Book

The first record of Michael acquiring land in Tennessee is atsarded in November of 1788,
when he is listed as purchasing the land wiaam namedi L .  Srto degalls@re given. On January
16, 1789, he again is recorded as purchasing land with much more detail redolddi s i ndent ur e
made January 9, 1789 between Zachariah Stull of one part and MiGhae®lEsof the other part,
both of Davidson County. Zachariah Stull conveyed unto Micbia®VEsa tract of land containing

100 acres in Davidson Count yavarcdk 6asd jldinmei mg dS tlJwlsled
corner. It being part of 640 acres granted to said Stull by patent dated April 16, 1786 in right of
Preemptiono Davidson County Deed Book A page 278

OnJuly 6, 1789 Mi c KBlaAeED joined several others jpostingai Sher i f bfés Bondo
5,000 Pounds Sterling for Sampson WilliaassSheriff of Davidson County. It would appear that he
already had become successful, since this would have been a significant amount of money at that time.
Davidson County Will Book 1

Some timdn late 1789 or early 1790 there is an entry where Michael appears to register his
method of identifying his livestockiGLAVESMark i Michael GLAVESRecords his stock mark thus in
the Right Ear an Underkielah t h e S a me Thisauthorthas lodkedfintvain to find some
description of an Underéli Davidson County Minute Book page 317

Michael soon began to amass considerable land holdings. It is clear that he had access to
money, since hw/as able to help post bond for the sheriff shortly after coming to the area. Itis
possible that Michael dabbled as a land speculator during this period. In December®f788 h a e |

GLAVES purchasedia tract of | and contaknihgWa4a@wehater €s ee k
appears to be a Sheriffés foreclosure sale. The
than two months later; Michael sold half of this tract to a man named John Smith. Neither entry

contains the price paid for tipeoperty. Davidson County Deed Book B

Mi chael 6s Bounty Lands

Michael appears to have used his North Carolina bounty grant to acquire the land at Jones
Bend(later known as Hadley Bend) that would become dinglfy homestead. The surrounding area
would become known as the HermitageMi c IBlaaees$i Territory of the United StatésNorth
Carolina No. 297. For 10 pounds per 100 acres paid by MicBael/Eswas granted a tract of land
containing 640 acres iBavidson County on the south side of the Cumberland River about a mile and
a half below Jonesd i paveeSememben 10,1789 I8/Henwy &nadfodd, f o r
D.S., in consequence of a Warrant TN®entrywas83, Augu
filed on July 31, 1792. This appears to be the land that family legend reports as having been cleared
and planted while Michael | i vaddsanCoumpDeedlBeok@ s St at

S ¢
st
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This 1871 map of Jones Bend (later JeHasley Bend) shows the approximate location of
the land claimed by Michael Gleaves. The original property remained in family hands until World
War I. Many of these names are familiar as these families intermarried with the Gleaves. Partially
obscured at #htop of the BendisManskr 6 s | sl and.

Some timeprior to July of 1790, Michael had been appointed bycthunty to be a Road
Overseer. This was an important position on the early frontier and these men, with the help of the
local militia units, kept théanes passable for immigration and commerce. Overseers generally lived
on or near the roads that they were charged with maintaining. On Juljidiael was replaced:
ifOrdered that Daniel Williams Jnr. OwShadlsee t he ke
ferry to Manskets Station instead of Micha@lLAVES). No reason for the change is given. While we
know the location of ManskésStationt hi s aut hor has not been able to
possible that this entry marked Michael@&d c hel 6 s departure from Mansker
wasndt convenient for him to continue in this rol
the other side of the Cumberland River. Davidson County Minute Book page 372
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