ASTORIA, OREGON'S OLDEST
CITY, HAS COLORFUL PAST

Town at Mouth of Columbia Founded by John Jacob Astor in 1811
Was Once Under British Control.

romance. from the time of its

founding, a far outpost of em-
plre. to its spectacular flre of yes-
terday. Its life has always been
colorful, cosmopolitan and of the
strong western fla

To hrough s more than cen-
tury of history, have come sailor-
men, fur trappers, Hudson's Bay offi-
clals; it was once the seat of Dr.
John' ncLoughhu. father of Oregon;
gold miners from California and
Alaska, early settlers who crossed
the plains and founded new homes
on the fertile Clatsop soil. lumber-
men, fishermen, and all the varied
assortment of the country’s sturd-
iest Who sought the wesiern fron-

tie:

“ctorfa-was onch under the Brit-
ish flag. It was later the first post-
office west of the Rockies. Founded
by lohn Jacob Astor, who planted
a fur-trading post there in 1811,

As'roxnx has always reeked with

permanent American literature, hav-
ing been the molif for Washington
Irving's novel of that mame.

Early Dass Bloody.

Its early days were bloody and
tempestuous. Its early history was
as romantic as its location was pic-
turesque and its later years have
been always interesting, 3 singuldr-
1y p vev and alert population
hating bullt a eity moted for ita

modern refinements.

atest river, with an
outlook upon a be'ulllhll bay and to

the sea. S in arbor,
the wooded hills in the background,
and the salmon fishing fleet as it
dances over the shining water, have
always made a picture that was the
admiration of all who have visited
the place.

1883 Fire Destructive.

Older residents of Astoria have
been accustomed to date modern
events in the city’s life sfrom the
“big flre” of 1883, whem a disas-
trous blaze started In a sawntill on
the waterfront and swept that dis-
trict of the city, together with sev-
eral blocks of residences and
wharves.

The loss was heav. t it was,
fortunately, the moSt prosperous
year Astoria had ever krown, due

the Cll}' W.‘ls restored better lhan it
was b

e#nlt of the firs a “citizens’
like to the vigilantes
of California, came Into being. As
the flames, which burst out en July
3, progressed, quantitics of liquor
were taken from the saloons in the

places of safety.
stolen Dby rough
great dlagrder prevailed.  Drinking
continued throush the night and
there was plundering from homes
and stores, the authorities being
powerless.

mergency Law Kaforced.

The emergency law and order
group was formed and finally re-
stored auict after several malcon-
tents were run out of town. Ome
person mauled, recognized three of
his assailants and brought sult for
damages in the federal ‘courts, Te-
covering

mountain water from Bear Creek to
the city reservoirs s now belng
completed.

The bﬁ;lnnlns of Astorla was the
erection of Fo eorge as a fur-
t;ar:hlﬁ Dost. It was not wntil 1540

.

Morrison, zrandfather
Minto, was one of the early ones,
crossing the plains in 1844, James
W. Welch, Ilobert Caruthers, J. DL
Colonel

Shortess and James Birnle, zhe last
named a Hudson Bay company
agent, were amons the carliest resi-.
dents. In 1844 there were but four
white men on the site of the future

ty. which the last census credits,
With 14,207 people.

1R50 Popalation Was 252,

NeSouat ot the population was
made in 1850 and the result was 252
perscrs. which included l\\n cnm-

ies of United States engineers
Sationed there, and numerons other
translents.

Sipping at the mouth of the river
had increased to such a point in 1849
that a custom house was ordered
established and a.pilot boat,
Mary Taylor, was put in commission

oL the bar. Colonel Jobn Adalr was
the first colleetor of customs. Kl

o

better settled district of the
ended in failure, prices he hcxle\ed
1o be exorbitant being demanded
for the land. Colonel Adair then
established his offices in upper As-‘
toria and the rivalry between the
two districts that was to continué
for years was started.
City Incorporated fn 1556, .

Astoria was incorporated by act
of the territorial Ieglslalure in 18586.
There were aspirations at that time.
for rall connection with the outside.
world, ﬂll commumcauon being by
water. T. I Cornclius, W. W. Dar-|
ker and John Adair incorporated the,
Astoria & Willamette Valley Rall-
road company in 1858. This was the
beginning of a long struzgle for a,
rail outlet that ended with \he open-\
Ing of tho Astoria & Columbia river
railroad In 1598, 40 vears late

It was in 1849 that Astoria heumu
the first postoffice in the west, he-
ing the distributing office for the
entire northwest, Oregon, Washing-!
ton, 1daho and Montana, a distinc-
tion that was later tu go to San
Francisco.

Land Sold in Lottery.

Fort Canby and Fort Stevens “era‘

erected in the early '60s. The “Olney
” was used by Judge Cyrus

Olney in 1867 to dispose of extensive
real estate holdings in the srowing
e sold flckets widely at §50
ch, every holder to be entitled to
receive a lot in the drawing, loca-

chance on the capilal prize, Which
was two lots and a house.

The flrst newspaper, the “Marine
Gazette,” appeared in ihe *60s, to be
succeeded by the Morning Astorian
in 1873. In 1870 the census gave the
place @ population of 633, It was
that the first grain ships to,
lokc an entlre load at Astoria were

ent away by R. C. Kinney & Sons.
Tn 1573 the first salmon cannery was
built and the new industry meant

ens subscribed $20 eacn to pa;

lhe Gamages. As the result, the dlo.
orderly part of the city, gr;\pmuuy
if inelegantly, known as 1
town,” was cleaned out, its demum

1 as one of the
in  pre-Volstead
days and rainfall there at times vied
swith world records. It Was the re-
sort of sea captains and sallors, of
woodsmen, froutiersmen, miners,
fishermen of many nations and
large iransient population that lent
support to its varied resorts,
Gambling Gamex Flourish.

A tenderloin ‘district as highly
spiced as the west ever knew flour-
ished there for years. Wine and
women led gay revels, with the
goddess of chance enshrined at the

gaming tables In the days when the
west was younger and giddier than
ft is today. Astorfa outdid
many a mining camp of the earls
romances in its high flavored life.
When other western citfes cleaned
house, Astoria
memory of the
mouth “of the river lngers in the
Rearts of the old timers who see the
lifs in retrospect.

In its later davs it was pletur-
esque, even If In a different wav. A
fight of years raged common
point rafl ‘rates with Portland, with
Sidney Dell its best known pro-
tagonist. A truly western executive.
Mayor Harley, lent the place con
siderable color during his term of
office, a fist fight on the street,
veing an incident.

Recent Years Prosperous.

Substantial accompliskments that’

modern faciiities have been afforded.
The city is noted for its beautiful]
homes. ~ Its people are remarkably!
progressive, with thriving Industries!
maKing the ¢'ty hum. Good streets!
and flne stores mark Astoria's!
progress and a new pipe line to|
a larger supply of splendid|

‘."‘

mucn to the peaple, adding creatly

w0 of the district,
City Doubles Fopulatlon,

betwesn 1874

of Astoria’s greaf
ity. Money was plentiful and the
early-day mining -amp atmesphere
prevailed, with eversone a ready
spender. Coins smaller than 25 cents
were unknown.

‘The Western Union bullt its tele-
graph line, the wire that told this
city ‘ot yesterday's disaster, from
TPortland to Astoria In 1876. The
following year it is set down that
Astoria had 40 saloons and was a
wonderfully prosperous city. The
census of 1550 gave It a population
of 2




