BY AUTHORITT.

PUBLIC ACTS.
Passed during the first sesswon of the Thirtyfirst Con-
es8. :
(PusLic—No. 26.]

AN AOT to suthorize notaries public to take and cer-
tify oaths, affirmations, and ucll)mowledgu.wms in cer-
tain cages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represcntatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That in all cases in which, ander the laws of the United
States, oaths, or sflirmations, or acknowledgments may
zow be taken or made before any justice or justices of
the peace of any State or Territory. such oaths, affirma-
tions, or acknowledgments may be hereafter also taken
or made by or beforo any notaty public duly appointed
in any State or Territory, aud, when certified under the
haod and official seal of such notary, shall have the same
forco and effect as if taken or made by or before such jus-
1ice or justices of the peace. And all lawsaund parts of
laws for punishing porjury, or subornation of perjury,
committed in auy such oaths or aftirmations when taken
or made before auy such justice of the peace, sholl apply
10 any such offence committed in uny oaths or aftirma-
tions which may be taken under this act beforea notary
public, or commissicner, as hereinafter named: Prorided
always, Toat on any trial for either of theso offences, the
seal und signature of the notary shall not be deemed auf-
ficient in th s 10 blish the official character of
such notary, but the same shall be shown by other and
proper evidence.

SEc.2. And be it further enacted, That all the powers
and sutbority conferred in and by the preceding section
of this act upon notaries public, be, and the same are
hereby veated in and may bo exercised by, any comunis-
sioner appointed, or hereafter to be appointed, by any
circuit court of the United States, under any act of Con-

For trausportstion of the mails across the Isthmus of

Panama, thirty-five thousand dollars.
H one million four

or p to p
handred and fifty thoussnd dollars.

For ship, steamboat and way letters, forty-five thous-
and dollars.

For wrapping paper, twenty-four thousand dollars.

For oftico furniture (in the post offices,) eight thous-
aud dollars.

For advertising, sixty-five thousand dollara.

For mail bags, twenty-five thousand dollars.

For blanks, twenty-eight thousand dollars.

For mail locks, keys and stamps, ten thonsand dollars.

For mail depredations and special agents, thirty thou-
sand dollars.

For clerks for offices, (in the post offices,) threo hun-
dred and forty thousand dollars.

‘or miscell: seventy tl d dollars.

For publishing new editions of the post office laws
and regulations, nud of the table of poat offices, eight
thousand five hundred dollars.

Skc.2. Aad beil further enacted, That the Postmaster
General be, aud heis hereby, authorized to pay out of any
mouney in the treasury at the credit of the Post Office De-
partment, all such balauces as bavo vr may hereafter be-
come due to the General Post Office of London, upou the
adjustment of the guarterly accounts arising out of the
Postal Convention, Tuded D Ler fifteen, eight
hundred aud forty-eight, between the United Siates and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

Approved, September 16, 1850,

General Raiiroad Convention.

At a general meeting of Delegates, to the Virginiaand
Tennessen Railroad Convention, assembled at Wythe-
ville. on the 11th day of September, 1850—the meeting
was called toorder by Jumes \V. Shetfey, Esq., of Smyth,
and on motion of Charles F. M. Garaett, of Lynchburg,
John M. Preston, a delegate from Washington, was ap-
pointed President of the Convention, and on his farther

ress ing the appointment of 8 to
take bail, aflidavits, or depositions, in causes pending in
the courts of the United States. |
Approved September 16, 1850.
HOWELL COBB,
Speaker of the House of Represeatatives.
WILLIAM R. KING,
President of the Senate pro tempore.
MILLARD FILLMORE.

[PesLic—No. 27.]

AN ACT to extend the port of New Ocleans.

Be it enacted by the Senate and_FHouse of Representa-
tivesof the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the port of New Orleaus shall be, and i_u hereby,
s0 oxtended a3 to embrace the whole parish of New Or- |
leuns, on both sides of the Mississippi river.

Approved September 16, 1850.

{Pusric—No.28.] ;
AN ACT making appropriations for the support of the

Military Academy . for the year euding the thirtieth

Juae, vze thousand eight hundred and filty-one.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of ‘Representatives
of the United Statcs of Amertcan Congress assembled, That
the following sums be, aud the ssme are hereby. appro-
priated out of any houey 1n the treasury not othegwise
appropriated, for the support of tha Mititary Academy
for the year cnding the thirtieth of Jube, one thousand
‘eioht bundred and fifty-one: ) .

For pay of officers, instructors, cadots and musicians,

. eighty-seven thousand four hoodred and thicty-six del-,

. eight houdred and filty two, comply, in all respects, with
tha requirements of said act of one thousaud eight hun-

- lars.

"’bundred and sixty-three dollars.

ion of sul two th 1 two

For

For forago of officera’ horsea, eight hundred and si
ty-four dollars: Previded, That hereafter, in lieu of the
piy proper, ordinary rations, forsge, and servants, hegé-
tofore received, under the provisions of the act of April
twoifth, eighteen hundred and tweive, the Professors of
Engiaeers, Philosopby, Mathematics, Ethics, and Chem-
istry, shall bo entitled to receive two thousand ‘dollars
each per sanum: and the Professors of Drawing nnd
French, filteen Landred dollnrs each per annam.

For clothing for ofticers’ servants, thirty dollars.

For repairs, furl, apparatus, forage for ‘public horses
and oxen, stationary; priuting. aud cthier incidental and
conlingent expenses, twenty-eight thousand eight hun-
dred and eighty-four dollars.

For the increase aud expense of the libracy,
sand dollara.

For expenses of the board of visiters, twa thousand
five hundred and seventeen dollars and forty-seven
centa.

For barracks for cadets, forty-eight thousand five hun-
dred dollars.

For new mess-hall, twenty-five thousand dollars.

For hospital for enlisted men, two thousand dollars.

For erecting permanent guard-Liouse and commissary
store, threo thousand dollars.

Approved September 16, 1850.

one thou-

{Peeric—No. 2.}
AN ACT to providefor tho printing of the Annual Re-
port upon Commerce and Navigation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of American Congress assemdled, That
jt sball be the duty of the Secretary of tho Treaaury to
cause the annual report upon comnmerce and navigation
1o be completed at 3 early n day beforo the first Moaday
in Juovary in each year as is practicable.

Sgc. 2. And be it further enacted, That when comple-
ted, or in the course of its prog 1 pl
3f that will give despatch to tho business, the work of
printing, under the superintendenco of said Secretary.
ehall be commenced, and the whole shall be printed and
ready for delivery onor_before the first day of January
next ensuing the closeof the fiscal year to which tho re-
port relates.

Skc. 3. And ke it further enacled, That until Congress
suall otherwise direct, the Secretary of tho Treasury shall
cause to be printed, in the same manncr as other print-
ing of tho Departmeat, twenty thousand copics of said
report, which shall be distributed as follows: firat, the
usual number for tho use of the members of the two
Houses and their officers ; second, five hundred copica
for the use of the Treasury Department; and thirdly, ns
ugarly as may be, five thousaud copics to the Senate,
and thirteen thousand copies to the House, to be distrib-
wted by the members of each House.

8xc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the report afore-
seid, excopt such as are to be bound with other public
d shall be ially bound: Provided, that
the cxpenso thereof shell not exceed twelve aud a half
cents for each copy.

Approved Sept. 16, 1850.

{ Pvaric—=No. 30.
AN ACT making sppropriations for the service of the

Post Office Department during the fiscal year ending

June the thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty-one.

Be it enacted by the Senale and iousc of Representalives
of the United States of America in Congress Assembled, That
1he following sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated
for the servico of the Post Oftice Department, for the year
ending the thirtieth of Juns, oue thousand cight hua-
dred and fifty-one, out of any moneyainthe treasury not
otherwise appropriated.

For compensation of three Assistant-Postmasters Gen-
eral, clerks, gers, i an
watchmon of said Department, ninety-six thousand three
hundred and sixty-five dollars: Prorided, ‘That 1his ap-

ropriation shall be in lisu of any other nppruiriaﬁon

eretofore mado for the objects contemplated by this
provision.

* For compensation of the Superintendent of the Post
Office building, two hundred and fifty dollars.

For contingent expense of said depariment viz: For
blank books, binding, stationary, fuel, and oil, printing,
labor, day swatching, sod for arcears of contingencics 1a
the fiscal year ending thirtieth June, one thousand eight
hundred and ffty, nine thousand two hundred and nine-
ty-two dollars.

For miscellaneous items, eight hundred dollars.

For repairs of the General Post Office building,
office, furniture, painting, glazing, paparing, and brick
work, including suras now due for like objects of expen-
diture, five thousand and eighty-three dollars.

For fitting with threc-ply carpets sixty rooms in the
General Post Oflico 'bailding, threo thousand five hun-
dred dollars. . 3

For painting the interior of the Geueral Post Office
tailding, including the pastage and stairways, five thous-
and dollars. .

For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Oflice De-
partment, aod the clerks, messenger, and assistant mes-
songer iu his office, eighty-fivo thousand eight hundred
dollara. .

For compensation of fifteen additional clerks—four at
ono thousand four hundred dollars each, four at one
thousand two hundred doilars each, and soven at one
thousand dollars each, per annain—seventeen thousand
four bundred doliars. X i

For contingent expenses of said office, viz: for blank
books, binding, statonery, labor, printing blanks and
circulars, five thoasand seven hundred dollars.

For miscell items, one d dollars; and
the Postmaster General is hereby authiorised, in hisdis-
cretion, to dispose of to the best advantage any quarter-
1y retarns of mails sent or received which were made
up provious to eighteen bundred and forty-five, presorv-
ing the accounts current, and all vonchersaccompnnying
such accounts,and 1o use such portion of the proceeds
thereof ns may bo necessary to cefray the costof sepa-
rating and dispasing of the same.

For edditional compensation 10 two night watchmen
in the General Post Offico building from 1st July, eigh-
teen hundred and forty-nine, ic June thirticth, eighteen
hundred aud fifty-one, 5o as to place them on the same
footing as the Watchmen in the other exccutive build-
ings, and_to correct an error in the act meking appro-
priations for the civii and diplomatic expenses of govern-
sment for the year commeucing{firat July, eighteen
hundred and foriy-nine, whereby one hundred and thir-
1y doflara were appropriated for the “messenger” instend
of 1the two watchmen in the Post Office Department,
(acts second _session, thirtieth Congress, page 62,) two
haadred and sixty dollars; and tho said clause making
an appropriation of additions] compensation of one hun-
dred and thirty dollars for messenger of Poat Offico De-
partment ia hereby repealed.

For transportation*of the mails, including the servico
in Oalifornia and Oregon, two million nine hundred and
fifty thousand dollars.

For transportation of the mails in two steamzhips from
New York, by Southamptou, to Bremen, at ono hundred
thousend doliavs for each abip, under the contract with
1he Oceam Steum Navigation Company of New York;
aud for trausportatioa by two ships, nader tho same con- |
wrect, from New York to Havre, ataeventy-five thousand
dollars each, in addition to usexpended balance of for-
mer appreprismions, [aix!{»uix thousaud ] six hundred and
sixzty-seven thonsand dollara: Provided, Thatthe steam-
#hips 1o Havre shall be constructed according to the re-
quirements of the act of third of March, ono thousand
oight hundred and forty-five, providing for the transpor-
1ation of the mail between the United States and forcign
countsies, ard lhn]lxarform with the speed required in
<he contract ofsecond February. one thovsand eight hnn-
dred and foriy.seven; aund that the two rteamships to
Bremex shall from and after the first June, one thousand

dred sud forty-five, and shall perform mail service with
she speed required by tho contract aforesaid.

For transportation of the mails between Charleston
and Havana, by way of Key West, calling at Savannah,
:Aﬂ: the contract with M. C. Mordecai, fifty thousand

ollars. ;

motiou, Mr. Harold Smyth, of Wytheville, was appoint-
ed Secretary to the Convention, and Mr. Wm. H. Cook,
of Csrroll. was appointed assistant Secretary.

The roll of Delegates being called, the following Dele-
gates answered to their names, viz:

From Richmond-~Captain Charles Dimmock, J. R. An-
derson, W. W. Owens, H. L. Brooke, Edwin Robinson
and Wm. V. Cramp.

From Lynchburg—C. F, M. Garnett, Chas. H. Lynch,
F. B. Deaue, J. . Hughes, Heury Davis and Andrew
Allison.

From Prince Edward County—Rev. M. Osborne, Thos.
B. Rice, J. J. Rice and Wm. C. Flournoy.

From Roanoke Connty—William M. Cook.

From Montgomery County—J. B.J. Logan, Thos. H.
Foulkes, J. . Edmundson aund Cephas Shelburne.

From Pulaské County—Dr Edwin Watson, J N Peirce,
John Wygal, sr., Thomas J Poage, Crockett Grayson, H
Shepherd, Meredith Riensand Jas N Cloyd.

From Waskington County—John M Preston, Wm Y
C White, William K Heiskell and Rev R Johnson.

From Smyth County—James W Sheffoy, Vincent S
Morgan and M C Crockett.

From Carroll County—\William H Cook, Clarles L
Dawson and Sumuel Fowler.

From Grayson County—Samuel McCamant, Jfames
Dickey and R Vaughan,

From Wythe County—David Graham, Robert Raper,
John Sanders, Alex Pierce, Joha C Graham, Ephraim
McGavock, Gordon C Kent, Charles L Crockett, Judge
James E Brown, Thos Wynn, P S Buckinghain, Thomas
J Boyd, Robert Kent, Harold Smyth, Benjumin Rush
Floyd, Dr Samuel C Gleaves, James L Yost, Geo Porter,
Pavid Sexton, J A Graham, W Alex Stvart, John P
Mathews, Isaac J Leftwich, Anderson Howard, Hon A
S Fulton, Thomas J Morrison, Joha 8 Crockett, Col
James H Piper, L D Hancock, John Stailey, F Allison,
Jn haver, G A Crockett, Stephen McGavock, Wm
M Chatwell, Robert Sayers sr, Daniel Hoge, G C McGa-
vock, Jacob Clarke, John T Sayers, J B Straw, M B
Tate, Stephien Repass, D B Sanders, Thomas Shannon,
B!i Davis, and Daniel Brown,

1t being represented to the convention, that Mr With.
mell P Tunstall, of Pittsylvania, President of the Rich-
wond and Danville Railroad was in attendance; on mo-
tion he wasinvited to tako aseat in the convention snd
participate in its proceedings.

Mr Archibald Stuart, of Potrick county, was invited
to a seat in thoconvention, he accepted the same but de-
<lined participating in its action, or in any manner com-
mitting his county to its action. °

Messrs Hamilton R Bogle, Charles H Greever, John
H Perry, lsham R Chudle, and Honry Bowen, citizens
of Tazewell county, being present, [thongh not as dele-
gntes] were invited to seats in tho convention.

On motien, by Mr. Shetfey, a2 committee to propore
buasiness for the conventivn was ordered to be appoint-
ed by thechair. Whereupon the following geutlemen
were named as a committee: C F M Garnett, Wm Y C
White, ¥ B Deane, jr., James W Shetluy, Audrew 8
Fulton, John B Logan, H 1. Brooke, Edwin Robinson,
Win C Flournoy, Samuel McCamant, Wm M Couok, Tho
J Ponge, Wm H Cook, Whitmell I Tunstall, Archibald
Staart, and Hamilton R Bogle.

On motion, a committee 1o obtain subscriptions dur-
ing the session of the convention was ordered to be ap-
pointed—swhereupon the chair announced the following
auntlemen for said committee, viz: David Graham,
Themas J. Royd, Charles I, Lyunch, Samuel McCamant,
Wm. K. Heiskell, Robert Raper, Chas. L. Crockett and
John €. Graham.

Col. Charles F. M. Garnett, principal Engineer of the
Virginin and Tenuessco Railrond then addressed the
convention, givig un account of the progress of the
work, and the demand for additional subseriptions to
turther the speedy extension of the werk from Salem in
Roanoke westward—and on the general subject of rail-
roads and their utility.

On motiou of Mr. Shefiey, aninvitation wasextended

For Pulaski—Dr Edwin Watson, B F Wyaor, Orockeit
Grayson. Harvey Shepherd, John C Darat. ’

For Wythe—David Grsham, Thomas J Boyd, A 8
Fulton, Joha ¢ Graham, James L Yoat.

For Roanoke—John A Langhorne, Johu Taylos, Dr
John H Griffin, Medison Pilzer, Henry H Chapman.

For Montgomery—James R Kent, Geo W Barnett, Eli
Phlegar, AP Eskridge, Thomas H Foulkes.

For Tazewell—Hamilton R Bu%le, Thomas H Gilles-
pie. John A Kelly, Dr Isom B Chadle, Henry Bowen.

For Russell—Dale Carter, J F McElbauey, Heury D
Smith, Thomas C M Alderson.

or Lee—John D Sharpe, Jonathan Richmond, M B
D Lane, Jonathan Gibson, J M Crockett.

For Scott—\W H Morrison, Henry 8 Kaune, Wm B
Neal, Jawnes T Mclver,Isaac H Gray.

For Giles—A G Pendleton, Rufus A French, Joseph
A Pack, Wm H Snidow, Absalom Fry.

TFor Mercer—David Hall, George N Pearis, Napoleon
French, Alexavder Mahood, Elijsh Baily,

For Floyd—Harvey Deskins, Geo Rosenbaum, Joseph
Howard, Pleasant Howell, Dr Tazowell Headen.

On motion of C I¥ M Garnett, the following resolution
was adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be given
to the President for the able and very satisfactory man-
mer that he has discbarged the duties of his oflice.

On motion of Ben Rush Floyd, the following resolu-
tion was adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be most
respectfully returned to the trustees of the Methodist B
Church, for their very polite permission to occupy it du-
ring the session of the convention.

On motion of Ben R Floyd,

Resolved, That the Wytheville Republican, the Abing-
don Virginian and Democrat, Tazewell Democrat, the
Fnrmviﬁe Republican, the Danville Register, and the
Lynchburg and Ricl d papers be req d to pub-
lish the proceedings of this convention.

The convention adjourned sine die.

JOHN M. PRESTON, President.

HaroLp SuyrH, Secretary.

1o tho ludies of Wytherville, &c., to attend the delibera-
tions of the Convention.

And then the convention until 3 o’clock.

At 3 o'clock the President took the chair, and called
the Couvention to order,

Mr Willinn C Flournoy, of Farmville, Prince Edward
county, awd Me F B Deave, jr., of Lynchburg. address-
ed the meeting, neging the imporiance of the great work,
showing its great value and perfect practicability.

And then the meeting adjourned until 10 o'clock to-
nmorrow mormng.

Turrsoav, Sept. 12, 1350,

The convention met pursuant to adjournment.

On motion of Mr Chas L Crockett, the Rev Mr Os-
borne, of the 'rince Edward delegation was requested
to open the meeting with prayer, which was done.

Mr Shetfey, from the committee appointed to prepare
business, offered the following report and resolutions for
the consideration of the convention and recommended
their adoption :

Tho committee charged with the duty of preparing
and reporting basiness for the convention, respectfully
submit for it3 action, and recommend for its adoption
the following resalutions :

1. Thatitis necessary and important to the successful
prosecutiou of the work of the Virginia and Tennessee R.
Road, that there be raised as speedily as possible an ad-
ditional private subscription of stock of $200,000, and
that tho object of this convention is to devise means of
raising the amount.

2. That having an assurance that Richmond will _sub-
acribe liberally ta the improvement, wo entertain a cheer-
ing canfidence that the required smount can and will be
roised. -

3. That, in view of a cordial co-operation on the part
of the city and citizonsof Richmond, with tho great work
which thia convention has met to advance, it be recom-
mended to the stockholders of the Virginia and Tennes-
see Raiload, at their next meeting, to furnish every
necessary assurance of an early connexion with the
Efmern portion of the State, on the South side of James

wver.

4. That itis not only the interest, but the duty of citi-
zens along the line 1o subacribe promptly and liberally
to an improvement which is destined to be the greutest
thoroughfare of trade aud travel in the Union, if not in
the world, and which will raise our drooping mother
from the dust and make her great and prosperous.

5. That new subscribers shonld only bo required to

pay at present two dollsrs per share upon their subscrip-
tions, and in future the same requisitions, pari passu,
with the old subscribers till the old subscriptions aroex-
hansted.
. 6. Thata committes of five in each county aud town
interested in this improvement he appointed to obtain
subscriptions of stock for the extension and campletion
of the work.

7. That a competent agent should be employed by the
company to solicit and obtain subscriptions of stock to
an amount wifficient, if practicable, to complete at an
early period the road to the Teunessze line.

Amotion was made that the same bo adapted.

Whereupon- Mr. Brooke, of Richmond, rose to offer
an explanation in behalt of that city as to her present
aud past position as a friend of this improvement. Mr.
Brooke closed by stating that himself and colleagues, a!-
though not officially authorized to do so, were prepared
to announce to the convention, from their knowledgo of
Richmond feeling towards the Southwest and the pro-
poted improvement, and her own great interests, that
that city would meet the counties of Southwestern Vir-
ginia witn dollar per doliar to further the speedy com-
pletion of this great work.

Me. Whitmell P. Tapstall, of Pittsylvania, then ad-
dressed the meeting in support of the resolutions, and of
an energetic exertion tocompleto this railroad as speedi-
Iy as pussible—nt the close of Mr. Tunstall’s speech,
which wasfrequently interrpted by great applause, a
propasition was mace for subscriptions, and after a short
time spent in that effort—the convention, on motion,
took a recess until 8 o’clock. ’

Afterncon Session.

The convention met pursuant to adjournment. The
report and resolutions of the committee being under con-
sideration.

Mr Crump, of Richmond, addressed tho eonvention
in support of the resolutions and a still farther presenta-
tion of Richmond sentiment as regards this improve-
ment.  He sustaiued the position and statements of his
colleague, Mr Brooke, and reiterated the promise that
Richmond, although heavily in debt for enterprises of
like kind, would not fail to come to the rescuc and to the
uid of the citizens of the South-west in this undertaking.

Mr Ben Rush Floyd, of Wythe, then addressed the
convention in_sapport of the Tresolations, afler which
they wereroad from the Serretary’a table, and the ques-
tion being on their adoption, it was put and corried
unanimously.

On motion of Mr. Cook, of Carroll, the folowing res-
olution was sdopted :

Resolved, That a committee of nine he appointed to
prepare an address to tae citizens of Svutii-\Western Vir-
giniy, in relation 1o the propriety nnd necessity of mak-
ing subscriptions to the atack of the Virginia aud Ten-
nessee Railroad. °

Thereupon, the following geutlemen wero appointed
said committee, viz.—C F M Garnett, A 8 Fulton, Wm
K Hoiskell, Jamnes W Sheffey, Samuel McCamant, Thos
J Poage,Jobn B J Logan, Francis B Deano, and Ben
Rush Fioyd. '

. Tho following are the committees to obtain subacrip-
tions, appointed under tho sixth resolution of the com-
mittee to preparo business, viz:

For Grayson—Wm C Parka, Alex Porter, Orvile An-
derson, Robert Vaughan, Samuel McCamant.

For Carroll—1L.:wis Starr, John Cock, James D Conl
loy, F L Ilalo, W i Cook.

sor Smyth—Vincent S Morgan, & S Watson, W W
Banson, Jubu G Cecil, James WV Sheffoy.

For Washington—James L I3avis, Mathew H Buchan.

82, Dr Samuel Dano, Wm K Reiskell, John M Preaton,




